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THE 
Lord Chief Baran AT KTN S's 


S PEE CM 


Sir VV iLLIaM ASHURST, 
LORD-MATYOR Ela 


OF THE 
CITY of LONDON, &c. 


My Lord Ele, 

HE Duty of that Place wherein as yet 1 
ſerve Their Majeſties, doth oblige me to ſay 
ſomething to Your Lordſhip upon this Great 
and Solemn Occaſion. I thought I might 

have been excuſed by reaſon of great Indiſpoſitions of 
; Body that are at preſent upon me. Bur ſince it is my . 
' Duty, By the Grace of God I will endeavour to diſcharge 
it with all Faithfulneſs and Freedom. And I am the more 
encouraged to undertake it, becauſe of the great Merit. of 
the Excellent Perſons that are before me, to whom [I 
muſt more particularly apply my ſelf in what I have to 
ſay. | 
f ſhall raiſe my Diſcourſe from T'wo Heads, and they 
are very Vulgar, and they are very ſhort, each of them 
conſiſting bur of two Words in Latin, Foris Arma, Confilizun 
Domi: Wars abroad , but Counſel at home; the farſt tells 
us of our Danger, the latter teacheth'us our Duty. =. | 2 
B | PForis | 
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Foris Arma* It pleaſeth Almighty God, that after ſome 
Years gone over our heads fince the laſt Revolution, and 
after ſo much Blood fpilt, and ſo much Treaſure ſpenr, 
we yet continue in a State of War, and {that with a Prince 
who is very powerful, is highly enraged againſt us, and is 
very proſperous, His Power at Land appears in this, that 
he has raiſed three great Armies, and maintained them, 
and whith his fingle Force is able to Cope with almoſt all 
the United Forces of Europe. His Power at Sea appears in 
this, that he can encounter with the United Strength of three 

reat Nations, the Engliſh, the Dutch, and the Spaniards ; 
each of which (ſingle) not long ago had been too hard for 
him. 

I ſhall cell you in a few words, what the Deſign of this 
Great Enemy of ours is; not that I mean to tell you]News, 
for I ſuppoſe there are none here preſent but know it; 
but I am afraid, we are not ſo ſenſible of it as we ſhould 
be, we do not ſo well conſider it as we ought. But, how-— 
ever, I muſt mention ir, becauſe it induceth much of what 
I have to ſay. 

The Dean of this Great Prince, the King of France, is 
this: Firſt, To make himſelf Univerſal Monarch of the 
Weſt; and.if that were all, it were not ſo bad : For it doth 
not ſo much concern the World who governs, as how they 

overn. But in the next place, it is to eſtabliſh an Ab- 
Plc Arbitrary Power every where: He would rule us 
with a Rod of Iron; His Will and Pleaſure muſt be the 
only Law. And in order to this, he doth endeavour to 
make all other Princes and Monarchs ſeek to be Abſolute 
and Arbitrary too, in their Dominions, that he alone may 
have the Power of ruling them, and that they may have 
their Dependence alone upon him : And therein he would 
have the Prerogative that belongs to Almighty God, to be 
King of kings, and Lord of Fords : He would be the 


great Proprietary Owner and Diſpoſer of all Eſtates and 
Poſlefſions at his Will and Pleaſure; to lay what Taxes 
and Burthens upon them he pleaſerh; they fhall Toil and 
Moil, they ſhall Plow and Sow, and he ſhall reap and 
divide all among his Baſhaws and Janizaries, and Men of 
War. He would deſtroy the Proteſtants, and root = 

their 
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their Religion, and ſuffer no Religion to be profeſſed any 
where, but the Popiſh ; and that not out of Zeal or Love 
to Religion, but he would make it a State-Engine, that pre- 
rended Religion being moſt ſuicable to ſerye his Ambitious 
Deſigns. 

Theſe are his Deſigns, and I ſhall prove it to you 

by ſome moſt manifeſt undeniable Inſtances. And I 
have them already colleted ro my hand by an Excel- 
lent Author, and his Name is Dr. King (late Dean of 
St. Patricks in Ireland, but who fince that, was made Bi- 
{hop of London-Derry) in a Thankſgiving-Sermon of his 
preached at St. Patrick's Church in Dublin, upon the re- 
ducing of that Kingdom, before the Lords Juſtices of 
Ireland. Ir is in print, and any one may have recourſe 
tO it. 
In the firſt place, He does ſtate this to be the Deſign 
of the French King, as I have ſtated it; and then pro- 
ceeds to the proof of it. And the firſt thing is a Paper 
found in the Cloſer of the late Lord Tyrcomnel!, then 
Colonel Talbot, where the Deſign is laid open ; it is da- 
ted in July 1671. (now two and twenty years ago) There 
is the firſt Scheme of the Deſign laid between the French 
King and our late King, King Charles the Second; and it 
is a Scheme of ſuch a Deſign as I have told you of ; and 
then it propoſeth the means for effecting of it. 

Firſt, To procure Popery to be eſtabliſhed in England by 
a Toleration ; next, To ſuppreſs the Inſolency (as that Pa- 
per calls it ) of the Datch : And the laſt is, To have a 
ſtrict Alliance berween the French King and the King of 
England. And by this means (as that Paper concludes) 
would the King of Great Britain be Abſolute Monarch over 
his own Subjects. 

Another Proof he produceth, is a Memorial delivered 
in to the States of Holland in the Year 1688. and that was 
by Monheur D' Avaux, the French Ambaſſador, then at che 
Hague. In this Memorial all this Defign is ſtated bold- 
faced. There he tells the States, There was a Treaty 
berween our then King, formerly the Duke of York, and 
his Maſter the French King, in the Year 1671. and that 
was to this purpoſe; To bring about ſuch a ——_—_— | 

ave 
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have ſpoken of ; by which means (as that Paper hath it) 
the French King would be Univerſal Monarch, and the King 
of Enzlanid Ablolute over his own Subjefts ; and by this 
means there would be a Re-cſtabliſhment of Popery in 
theſe Three Kingdoms. That is his Second Proof, The 

Third is a Letter written by Moloony , the Popiſh Bi- 
ſhop of Killaloo in Ireland, and directed to another, where- 
in he ſtates this to be the Deſign of the French King, thar [ 
have mentioned, and the means the ſame to effe&t it. In 
which Paper, ſaith my Reverend Author, there is great 
Avger expreſſed, that ſome Tiimme:s abour the late King 
do diſown ariy ſuch Treaty wit the French King. 

So that here are clear Proofs, that this was the Proje&t 
between the two Crowns of England and France, of a very 
log ſtanding. They are Proofs in Writing , and under 
the Hands of thoſe who were eminently inſtrumental in the 
carrying on of the Deſign. Bur had I cime, and were ir 


ſo pertinent (eſpecially here ) I could make that Deſign 


; berween England and France elder than 1671. And parti- 


cularly, 1 need but mention the buſineſs of Rochel. You 
may fee how that Archievement of that King (this French 
King's Father) by the management of his Politick Miniſter 
Cardinal Richlieu, is celebrated with wonderful *Encomi- 
ums by him that was then Secretary of State. They date 
their Freedom ( as they call ir) and their Power over the 
Proteſtants, from that Acquiſition, and acknowledge that 
it came by the help of England ; which isa great ſhame to be 
ſaid, The poor Protcitants in France, particularly in that 
City, prayed Aid from hence, and they had ſome Ships, 
ſix Merchant Ships ſent them ; they expected their Delive- 
rance by this means; but when they came, inſtead of help- 
ing them, their Men and Proviſions were delivered over 
into the Power of the French King ; which when they ſaw, 
they preſently threw open the Gates, and ſubmitted ro 
mercy. And ever fince that, the French Kings have been 
Abſolute over their own Subjects. 
ut I muſt not enlarge much more upon that Head, elſe 
I could tell of ſome great Deſigns of the ſame kind at the 
ſame time here at home. The ſtriking out of that part of 
the Ancient Oath in King Charles the Firſt's Time, at his 
Coro- 
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Coronation by Archbiſhop Laud (that the King ſhould coi: 
ſent to ſuch Laws as the People ſhould chuſe } and inſtead 
of that another very unuſual one inſerted, Saving the King's 
Prerogative Royal. I do not deny but the King of England 
has a large Prerogative, as much as a good King can de- 
lire: He has a Prerogative to do good ; He is only re- 
ſtrained from doing hurt : For our Law ſays, The King car 
do no wrong, He has we lay a Prerogative thatis part, and 
an eminent part of the Law ; bur it is not above the Law. 

And | could tell you of ſomething more of that kind 
done ſince in the time of the Late King James, at the time of 
his Coronation, there was much more ſtruck out of the Co- 
ronation-Oath, which might be well worth the enquiring 
how it came about. Bur [ let that paſs; I have made 
out to you what our great Enemy's Deſign is; I will now 
tell you by what means he has endeavoured to effect it. 

He doth firſt confederate with the Great Turk , that 
profeſſed Enemy of the Chriſtian Religion ; he has brought 
him into Europe to deſtroy Chriſtianity : And as this Ene- 
my of ours, the French King, would deſtroy Proteſtants; 
ſo would that Confederate of. his deſtroy and root out all 
Chriſtianity ; and yer muſt chis Great Prince the French King 
(forſooth) be called the moſt Chriftian King. 

He doth break through all the Bonds of Religion, Mo- 
rality, and Common Juſtice ; he hath openly and publickly 
profeſſed he would nor be a ſlave to his Word and Oath. 
He values not all the Edicts, under which the poor Prote- 
ſtants of France had their Protection. He did take a So- 
lemn Oath, and he took it upon the Sacrament, that he 
would renounce all Pretenſions of Title to the Spaniſh Nes 
therlands, and yet you ſee he is gaining the Poſſeſſion of ir 
through a Sea of Blood. He doth (as we have great rea- 
ſon to luſpeR) by his Agents and Miniſters, corrupt with 
Bribes and Penſjons (or at leaſt endeayours to do it) thole 
that are Agents, and imployed under his Oppoſers, to get 
Towns and Fortreſſes into his hands, thoſe Unmanly, Un- 
generous, Unprincely Means. And we have reaſon to ſuf 
pect him to have had an hand in Deſigns of aflaſlinating 
thoſe that are his Enemies, and to have joined with Dealers 
in poiſonings. This, I ſay, we may very juſtly ſuſpect, 
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” thonoh we cannot offer undeniable Proofs of it. Burt after 
all, I ſhould inſtance in that baſe, corrupt way of ſending 
Midianitiſh Women, according to the Counſel of Balaam, to 
lull Princes aſleep ; and dive into their Counlels, and betray 
them to Death. | 
But beſides, There is one piece of Policy of his, where- 
in he outdoeth all other Princes whatſoever ; and that is the 
oreat thing of maintaining and managing Intelligence. He 
can-tell when your Merchant-Ships fer ouc, and by what 
time they ſhall return, Nay, perhaps, he does take upon 
him to know by the help of ſome Confederacy with him 
that is Prince of the Power of the Air, that the Wind ſhall 
not ſerve in ſuch or ſuch a Corner, till ſuch a time. He 
knoweth when. our Royal Navy is to be divided, and when 
it is united. 
And ſhall I gueſs how he comes to have ſuch Intelli- 
gence ? that were well worth the hearing: I would but 
ueſs at it; and I would in my Guefles forbear ſaying any 
thing that is diſhonourable to any among our ſelves. We 
all know the Scripture tells us, That the good Angels are 
j Miniſters of God for good to the Ele&. It is the comfort 
} of all good men that they are ſo. It is ſaid, He will give his 
j angels charge over thee to preſerve thee in thy way ; and, I hope, 
we are every one of us in our way. But we have reaſon to - 
believe, that the wicked Angels are very inſtrumental in car- 
rying on ſuch Deſigns as this Great Man hath undertaken. 
It is a vulgar Error that hath obtained among ſome of us, 
That theſe Wicked Spirits are now confined under Chains of 
Darkneſs in the place of Torment. I remember that Expreſ- 
fion of ſome of them to our Saviour, Art thou come to torment 
us before the time ? It was not then the time of their being 
rormented.- Ir is rather to be believed, that they are wan- 
dring about in the Air, and there fleeting too and fro, dri- 
ving on ſuch Wicked Purpoſes as this our Enemy is enga- 
ed in. 
; We know Grave and Serious Hiſtorians give us Inſtances 
of Correſpondences held by both Good and Bad Spirirs here; 
the Wicked by God's Permiſſion, the Good by his Com- 
ymand and particular good Providence. 
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So the Death of Julian the Apoſtate Heathen Emperor, 
who was killed in his Wars in Perfia, was known in the ve- 
ry moment of ir at the City of Rome, at a great diſtance 
from the place of Battel, to the no little Joy of the Chri- 
ſtians. And this | ſuppoſe was by the Miniſtry of a good 
Angel. 

We have inſtances of another nature, of what has been 
done by Evil Angels. In the inſtant of our Saviour's Paſ- 
fion, if we may believe credible Hiſtorians, it was known 
at a vaſt diſtance from Jeruſalem, at Sea among ſome who 
were then in a Voyage. They heard a Voice in the Air, 
crying our of the Death of the great God Pan. Aﬀter which 
followed great Howlings and Screechings; whence we may 
ſuppoſe by the Expretiton, that this was by ſome wicked 
Spirits that were hovering then in the Air, and did commu- 
nicate this piece of Intelligence. 

I ſhall ſay no more on this Subje&t ; bur before I go off 
' from this Head of Foris Arma, I would obſerve one word 
that may afford Your Lordſhip and us ſome Comfort, or at 
leaſt ſome Mitigation of what may elſe be affliftive upon 
this account. We have Arma-in the Cale, but they are Foris ; 
the War is Foreign. We have caule to bleſs God it is not 

etin our own Country, ' We are not ſheathing one ano- 
thers Swords in the Bowels 6f one another, as | of us 
know it heretofore hath been. Ir is abroad, we know 
not how ſoon it may'come home to our own Doors. But 
it pleaſeth God of his great Mercy, that our Nation where- 
in his Providence hath placed us, is an Iſland which lies 
not ſo open to the Incurfions and Invaſions of a Ravenous 
Enemy, as the Continent doth. -. Whar a deſperate Condi- 
tion had ours been, if ic had not been for this our Scituarion 
| long ere this. Conſider what a ſad Condition thoſe poor 
Creatures are in, who live in the Seat of War; themlelves, 
their Wives and Children, all Slaves to the Conqueror's 
Sword, daily under Oppreſſions, Rapines, and Cruelties ; 
one day under one Power, another day under the oppolite 
Power. This is their Condition ; bleſſed be God it is not 
yet ours. 

| ſhall ſay no. more upon this Head , but reſort to the 
other Head that I mentioned at firſt , Confilium Domi, And 
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it is a mercy from God, that we have an Opportunity yet 
left us for Counſel, a Winter before us to conlult in; and 
wherein, tho we do not doubt but our great Enemy will 
be very active, yet he cannot make ſuch a vigorous Progreſs 
in his Deſigns, as he may at another time of the Year, We 
have yer time to conſider, and confer together. 
| And it is the Happinels and Bleſling of Almighty God, 
'N that we have the ſo near proſpect of the Great Aflembly of 
| | Parliament, that will be Con/ilium Domi indeed, If there be 
any Miſcarriages, any ill Intelligencers, any inbred Traytors 
| and Enemies within our ſelves, they will we hope take care 
about them. The Houſe of Commons we know is the 
Grand Inqueſt of the Nation, It is one of their great Offices 
and Duties to make enquiry after, and proſecute ſuch Of- 
q | fences ; and we doubt not they will do it. 
| It is not lightly and groundleſsly to be ſulpe&ted, that 
thoſe who lye'in the Boſoms of Princes, ſhould betray them. 
Bur yet | will tell you, that no Prince hath reaſon to be ſe- 
cure in that point, I cannot read that Paſſage of the Roy- 
al Pſalmiſt without a great deal of Compaſſion of the Con- 
dition of Princes in this reſpect. David was an Holy Man, 
beloved of God, of great Courage, Parts, and Piery, yet 
conſider what he makes his own Caſe to be. My Familiar 
| Friend, he that eat of my bread, hath dealt treacherouſly 
with me. Burt he deſcribes him further than that; We rook 
{ſweet Counſel together: So that it ſhould ſeem he was a 
Privy Counſelor, as well as a Familiar Friend. Nay, yet 
| further, We went to the Houſe of God together : So that 
he was of David's Religion ; he was one that joyned in the © 
ſame Worſhip with him; he was no Difſenter. Nay, he 
was one that profeſſed great Love to the Houſe of God ; 
poſſibly he might be a great Champion for the Church, and 
the Head of the Party, Yer ſuch an one David deſcribes him 
to be, who had betray'd him. 

We have beſides this, (which brings the matter home to 
what we have now before us) great need to take care to 
chuſe Excellent Perſons into Offices of Magiſtracy, eſpeci- 
| ally for this great City, upon whoſe good depend many 
things, that I ſhall cell you of by and by, and on which de- 
pends ſo much the good of the Nation. 
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And, my Lord, here we have cauſe to rejoyce that 
that Grear and Wiſe Body have made fach a Choice 
for their prime Magiſtrate as your Lordſhip, one eve- 
ry way ſo fitted and qualified for that great Office. My 
Lord, I will tell yon whar comfort T hope for from 
it, and I make no doubt, many others that are here 
do the ſame ; That hereby we have a Token for 


good in the Tnclinations of the Citizens, we feel their 


Pulſe, we know what their Temper is, and we re- 
zoyct in it; it is ſpoken in their Choice of you. They 
appear to be Lovers of their Country, lovers of their 


Religion, lovers of the true Engliſh Intereſt, and well 


indined to ſect the World at liberty, as to their Civil 
and Religious Rights. 

My Lord, I have a further Comfort in this matter ; 
che Election of Officers is a deliberate AR , it is the 
Fruit of Counſel, (which is the Head we ate now 
diſcourfing of ) and the Reſult of Wiſdom. Bur , 
my Lord, we may look higher, even in this Action 
of the Citizens, there is, as in all great Human AQi- 
ons the Prins Motor, to be confidered., the Mighty 
God that governs in the Hearts of the People, He hath 
put it into their Hearts to fix upon you. What do 
we gather hence ? Vox Popnli eſt vox Dei; Almighty 
Cod hath choſen you. 

Tr is a mighty Curſe as we read in the Book of 
God, to have a wicked Ruler fet over a People : On 
the other hand, it is a great comfort and happineſs to 
ſee a good Man choſen to bear Rule among us. Al- 
mighty God hath given us in this an Earneſt and a 
Pledge that he will not yet leave and forſake us, and 
I raiſe to my ſelf a good ground of great Comfort 
from it. | 

My Lord, in the third Century, after the time of 
our Saviour, there was one Antenor the eighteenth or 
nineteenth Biſhop of Rome died, and the See became 
vacant, and the Chriſtians in a great Body met toge- 
ther ro chuſe a Succeſſor, and being in the Field toge- 
ther, a great many Names were toſſed to and fro 
of Perſons that might be fit to be choſen, Bur there 
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\was in the Crowd one that was known to a very few 
of that Multitude,he was among the [nota Capite, one 
Fabianus, who was a plain Country Parſon ; very ob- 
ſcure, but a pious meek Man, who little chought of, or 
ſought the Biſhoprick. As they were toſling about ſe- 
veral Names, at laſt, in the open view of the Aſſembly, 

there was a Dove lighted upon the Head of Fabianns, 
which when the People ſaw, they preſently with one 
Voice choſe him to be Biſhop. You have the Relation 
in Exſebizs, an Eccleſiaſtical Writer of great Note and 
Credit. 

A Dove lighted on his Head ! an excellent Emblem 
for a Biſhop, who ought to be of a meck and Dove- 
like temper and diſpoſiton : Amari non timeri debent E- 
piſcopi, Ir was the bleſſed Spirit of God in that fimili- 
tude which lighted upon the Head of our Saviour , to 
give Teſtimony to him as the Son of God at his Bz 
tiſm. And it was a Dove that brought the Olive- 
branch into the Ark. It is an excellent Emblem of a 
Magiſtrate, who ought. to be like a Dove without Gall. 

My Lord, indeed there was no Dove lighted .upon 


' your Head at your EleCtion, nor was there need of a- 


any; for Miracles were never done in vain : it had 
been a Miracle if you had not been choſen. Your 
every way being {o fit and qualified for this Truſt and 
Command, did bel{peak your EleQton. 

Ic is a diſpute among the Learned, whether Go- 
vernment be of Natural Right or Human Inſtitution. 
I remember the Learned Hooker in his Eccleſiaſtical Po- 
lity, fays ſome Perſons have a natural Right ro be Go- 
vernours ; that is, Men of great Vertue, Parts, and a- 
ive Spirits, that are Mercurial: Others again are fit- 
ted- for SubjeQion, being of duller Tempers , and 
more ſluggiſh heavy Spirits ; ſome are fit for Hands, 
others for Heads. 

There was a Noble Roman, who was called Mece- 
ras, of whom Tacitus tells us, He was never Conſul 
in Rome, nor Senator, but yet had as great Authori- 
ty both with Senate and People, as any of thoſe who 
had triumphed, becauſe of his excellent Parts and 

great 
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preat Vertue. It might have been ſaid of him, He 

loved our Nation, and hath built us a Synagogue ; that 

is, he delighted to do them good ; and they would 

all liſten to him upon all occaſions, tho' he never had 

any of the Badges of Authority conferred upon 
im. 

It is taken cate of by our. Law, That that Coin 
which 1s current among us muſt not be of the baſer 
Mettals, but of one of the two finer Species, Silver or 
Gold ; it muſt have intrinfick Value, as well as the 
Royal Impreſs. This EleCtion of your Lordſhip, and 
our Swearing you and all this Ceremony, gives but the 
Stamp and Impreſſion, it was your own intrinſfick Va- 
hue before that intitted you to the Office. 

My Lord, I ſhall ſay no more upon this Subje&, but 
ſhall make all the haſt I can to conclude with that 
which is my Duty, to give ſome Advice to your Lord- 
ſhip. Not but that you know your Duty as well as 

can teach it 3 but 1 muſt not negle& any part of my 
own. 

My Lord, TI muſt adviſe your Lordſhip to take care, 
Firſt, of Religion, and of the Service and Worſhip 
of God in the City, to keep it up in Power and in 
Purity. If we would have God to be our God and 
our Friend in a time of Diſtreſs, we muſt carry it to- 
wards him Dutifully and Religioufly, and then we ſhall 
have him always our Friend, our Father and ProteQtor. 
Therefore, my Lord, be ſevere upon all open Profane 
Perſons, Swearers, and others, and thole who are not 
afraid ro vent their Atheiſtical looſe Opinions in Reli- 
gion. There are a great many profeſs'd Atheiſts amongſt 
us; and there are, I fear, a greater number that pals 
under a new Name of Deiſts, that are of as pernici- 
ous Principles, and indeed, I fear, more dangerous ; 
who throw off all revealed Religion whatſoever. Pray 
have a care of theſe, and ſuch as lead diſlolute and de- 
bauched Lives ; for if they be tolerated, they will 

rove great Snares and Miſchiets to us all ; and there- 
fore I hope your Lordſhip will look carefully after chem. 

In the next place, pray, my Lord, take care of the 

Peace, 
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Peace and Quict of the City, upon which the Peace 
of the Nation ſo much depends. We - have thoſe a» 
mong us, and a great many, who, what with falſe 
Rumours and Reports, and other Artifices and cunnin 
Contrivances would diſturb the Peace of the Nation, 
and put Frights and Fears into the Mulritude. It would 
be a deſperate Remedy, that of InſurreCtions and Tu- 
mults. Your Lordſhip will do well to have an Eye 
upon them, and prevent the beginnings. They are well 
zoyned together in Holy Writ; it is Almighty God 
alone that can ſil! the Raging of the Sea, and the Tu- 
mults of the People. Whatſoever may be the Preten- 
ces upon which they are firſt got rogether, we know 
not what they may turn about to when. once they have 
a Head. | 

My Lord, You will likewiſe do well to take care, 
that the Proceedings of your Courts of Juſtice be clear 
and ſpeedy, and not too chargeable to the Suitor. And 
here I cannot but renew the mention of a thing that I 
have often ſpoken of. I wiſh there were a good Law 
againſt ſelling of Offices in the City, and every where 
elſe ; it doth corrupt the Fountain of Juſtice. I ſpeak 
not ſo much of your other Offices,but of thoſe in your 
Courts of Juſtice ; it may prove the Ruine of the Ci- 
ty, and the DeſiruCtion of che Government. 

Pray, my Lord, take care of Charicy ; look af- 
ter the Poor, eſpecially in this hard Winter, and now 
there is ſuch a Scarcity of Corn, and the Dearneſs of 
Coals : Your Lord(hip in great Prudence and Wifſ- 
dom, and of your great Charity, will, I hope, think of 
it in time, and provide Stores for the poor People, 
that they may not be in extream Want as to Food or 
Fewel. 

I beg of your Lordſhip to be vigilant over thoſe 
who meet together, and cabal, and ſtudy how to di- 
ſturb our Peace. My Lord, they do now appear open- 
faced, and affeQ to be known as Enemies to the Go- 
vernment. They will not jayn with us in obſervin 
our Faſts, but take occafion on thoſe days to feaſt kn, 
be jolly with one another ; they purpoſely pride 


them- 
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themſelves in paying double Taxes, becauſe thereby 
they are known to be againſt our preſent Settlement. 
Theſe muſt have a ſtri& Eye kept upon them. 

I had much more to ſay upon that Point, but I have 
been too Jong already. I come now to the laſt part of 
this Work, that lies upon me, that is, to offer your 
Lorſhip ſome Conſiderations, that may encourage you 
in the cheartul Diſcharge of your Office. 

Among other things, you have the good Examples 
of your two laſt Predeceſſors, who indeed are fo ho- 
nourable and worthy Perſons, that they may be coun- 
ted among the Worthies of David; and in particular, 
your immediate Predeceſlor that ſtands by you, who 
hath, during his time, well preſeryed the Peace of the 
City, and delivered it fairly into, your Lordſhips hands. 
Tho' we cannot ſay, he hath/ brought the Ship into 
Harbour, yet he hath fairly performed his part of the 


Voyage, notwithſtanding the Roughneſs and Tempe- 


ſtuouſneſs of the Seaſon. 

My Lord, You have the Example of the King him- 
ſelf to encourage you, who hath, with great Courage 
and Love to our Nation, expoſed his Perſon to the ut- 
moſt Perils and Hazards for us. And it is not only his 
Vertue that may be an Encouragement,but it isevident 
now to all the World, that there hath a bleſſed Provi- 
dence attended him in the greateſt Dangers, to preſerve 
and prote& him. In the buſineſs of Fights, there is 
not a Bullet that flieth, but it is under the Govern- 
ment and DireQion of Providence. And it is to a Mi- 
racle apparent, that the Hand of Providence is conti- 
nually over the Head of our King. 


When Julins Ceſar was in great Diſtreſs, Pompey 


his Enemy having poſſeſſed himſelf of all the Power, 
and ſhut him up under great Difficulties, he puts him- 
ſelf into a Diſguiſe, with a purpoſe to make his Eſcape, 
and embarqued himſelf in a ſmall Veſſel. When he 
was there, he could not prevail upon the Pilot to put 
to Sea, it was rough and tempeſtuous, like the Times 
we are now in; all the Arguments he could uſe would 
by no means do with him : At length he was forced 

E to 
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ro throw off his Diſpuiſe, and ſhew himſclf, and tell 
him, Ceſarezr &» Ceſaris fortunam webis : You have 
Ceſar aboard, and Ceſar's good Fortune. That which 
he called Fortune I will call Providence: And that 
Providence which preſerved the King,l make no doube 
will prote& you in your Great Station, 

My Lord, You have under your Care (andI am glad 
the Care is in ſuch hands) the Worſhip and Service 
of Almighty God and his Glory is engaged on your 
ſide. Our Great Er:emy, that 1 have ſpoken ſo much 
of before, moſt blaſphemouſly and impiouſly arrogates 
Glory to himlclt, which 1s God's Prerogarive. My Glory, 
ſairh God, I will not give to another. But the French 
King ſnatches ar it; he declares openly, That the Datch 
are at Hindrance and Diminution to his Glory ; and 
we may expet to have the ſame faid of our ſelves. 

My Lord, I lay, you have this Glory of God on 
your fide, and you have the Prayers and Aſſiſtance of 
a great many that Jove God ; a great many in your 
City, I dare pronounce, more than in any place un- 
der Heaven. The Prophet complained, That he was 
left alone to ſerve God, But God anſwered kim, rhat 
be had ſeven thouſand in I{rael who never bowed the Knee 
to Baal. I may multiply that number of Sewer as our 
bletled Saviour doth in the caſe of Forgiving our Bro- 


ther; There are leventy times ſeven thouland in this! ity, 


and about it, ther newer bowed the Knee to Baal, never 
had a band inall che Miſcarriages and illegal AQions 
of the late Times, would never own Popery and Ar- 
bitrary Power 

And I queſtion not there are a great many more in 
the reſt of the Kingdom : Theſe may be an Encourage- 
ment to you. You have the Intereſt of all the Prote- 
ſtants in the World, and all that are concerned for 
rheir Civil Rights, and their Religious ones too on your 
We. -; 

My Lord, 1 ſhall only conclude with one Word : 
Your Entrance into this great Office 1s very hopetul 
we all of us heartily wiſh your Exit and Conclsfton 
may be as happy. | | 
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